
 
 
 
October 29, 2018  
 
Dear PSA Director,  
 
The Independence Fund, a 501(c)(3) organization, empowers our nation’s severely wounded, 
injured and ill veterans. Help support our efforts by sharing the new series of public service 
announcements (PSAs), Be a Hero, with your audience. Download the Be a Hero PSAs at 
www.psadirect.com/beahero.    
 
The Independence Fund assists severely wounded veterans of any era, their caregivers and the 
entire wounded veteran family. The whole-family approach allows for the best chance at 
sustained success in a veteran’s recovery. 
 
The Be a Hero PSAs highlight how The Independence Fund improves the lives of veterans and 
their caregivers each and every day. Each PSA tells a unique story of hope, perseverance and 
sacrifice through the lives of these great heroes who have returned from battle.  
 
Links to our leadership and programs are provided below:  

• Leadership: www.independencefund.org/about-us/who-we-are/   
• Programs: www.independencefund.org/our-programs/ 

 
Find more information at www.independencefund.org  
 
Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions please contact Taylor McMahon at 
IndependenceFund@psadirect.org or 703-348-6982.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Sarah Verardo 
Chief Executive Officer  
The Independence Fund   
 

http://www.psadirect.com/beahero
http://www.independencefund.org/about-us/who-we-are/
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AARON AND KAT (30)  

FINAL TRANSCRIPT 
 

VISUAL AUDIO 
Video of hand dropping ice into a glass  Combat’s over, but war doesn’t end. 
Video of family photos on an end table  When wounded veterans come home, 
Video of Sergeant First Class Aaron Causey, 
US Army  

That’s when the real fight begins at the 
Independence Fund.  

Video of Kat sitting on Aarons lap  We fight for heroes like Aaron and Kat. 
Video of Kat and Aaron looking at each other  So they can start a family, navigate a house, 

get physical therapy   
Video of 2 girls playing with toys  And play adaptive sports. 
Video of Aaron playing with his two girls  We help veterans and their families win back 

their independence.  
Video of Aaron and Kat sitting on back porch  So their fight can end, 
Full screen end slate  When ours begins. Be a Hero, for a hero. 

Learn more at IndependenceFund.org 
 

MIKE AND SARAH (30) 
FINAL TRANSCRIPT  

 
VISUAL AUDIO 

Video of Sergeant Mike Verardo, US Army, 
having amputee wound attended to by nurse 

You get hurt in battle, and they send you 
home. But the battle doesn’t end there.  

Video of little girl swinging  Even the small things. 
Video of Mike playing with his two daughters   Getting outside, Spending time with my wife 

and kids, Can be tough 
Video of trees and sky  But I am lucky just to be here. 
Video of Mike and his daughter on his 
wheelchair  

I came so close to losing those things forever, 

Video of Mike holding his daughter above his 
head  

So I don’t take any of them for granted. Now, 
they’re the moments I live for.  

Full screen end slate  Be a Hero, for a hero. Learn more at 
IndependenceFund.org 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
BRIAN AND KATE (30) 

FINAL TRANSCRIPT  
 

VISUAL AUDIO 
Video of Sergeant Brian McGuire, US Army 
Ranger, driving a car.  

I grew up walking in the woods. 

Video of tree leaves  It’s where I was happy. 
Video of two prosthetic legs in a car  When I lost my legs in combat, 
Video of Brian taking his daughter out of a 
car  

I thought that part of my life was gone 
forever. 

Video of Brian unloading his wheelchair from 
the back of the car  

But the Independence Fund gave that back. 

Video of Brian with his wife, Kate, and his 
daughter on a forest path  

They gave me “normal” back. 

Video of Kate lifting their daughter Now I’ve got a daughter who loves walking in 
the woods with me. 

Full screen end slate  And there’s nowhere I’d rather be. Be a Hero, 
for a hero. Learn more at 
IndependenceFund.org  

 
DILLON AND PATTY (30)  

FINAL TRANSCRIPT  
 

VISUAL AUDIO 
Video of Patty wheeling Specialist Dillon 
Cannon, US Army, into the garage  

I was only 20 when a sniper shot me in the 
neck. 

Video of a family photo on a work bench  I was instantly paralyzed from the chest 
down. 

Video of Patty strapping Dillon’s foot into his 
bicycle  

But I wasn’t ready to stop moving. 

Video of Dillon adjusting his gloves  The Independence Fund made it so I didn’t 
have to. 

Video of The Independence Fund sticker on 
Dillon’s bicycle  

You know,  

Video of Dillon moving his hand pedals  It was bad what happened, 
Video of Dillon taking his bicycle out of the 
garage  

But it never changed who I am. I just keep 
moving.  

Full screen end slate  Be a Hero, for a hero. Learn more at 
IndependenceFund.org 



 
 

 
 

YURIY AND AIMEE (30) 
FINAL TRANSCRIPT  

 
VISUAL AUDIO 

Video of an end table with family photos on 
it and a pair of sunglasses  

When heroes like Yuriy get knocked down, 
 

Video of Aimee putting sunglasses on Yuriy The Independence Fund helps them get back 
up. 

Video of Aimee kissing Yuriy on the forehead  Not just the warrior, but those who give care, 
Like Aimee. 

Video of a tree branch with sun shining 
through  

We bridge the support Yuriy and Aimee need 

Video of Aimee pushing Yuriy through the 
woods  

With meal deliveries, home repairs, life-
changing resources. And caregiver retreats  

Video of Aimee helping Yuriy to stand up  Our veterans stood to answer the call, 
Video of Aimee and Yuriy standing together  We help them and their families stand again. 
Full screen end slate  Be a Hero, for a hero. Learn more at 

IndependenceFund.org 
 
 










